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What 1s Online Evangelism?

Felecia Datus
Center for Online Evangelism

Can you guess what happened in the last
60 seconds online?

1T million people logged onto Facebook.
3.8 million searches were made on Google.

4.5 million videos were viewed on
YouTube.
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And 347,222 users were scrolling on

Instagram.

That's a lot of activity.

But I'm curious to know how many of
those people read a blog or watched a
video that told them more about Jesus?

With so much online activity, our church
needs to employ digital evangelism

methods.

What is Digital Evangelism?

Digital Evangelism is strategically using
internet, mobile, and social media
platforms to meet the needs of others and
share the Gospel with the online world.
Making use of digital means to further

the Gospel work means that more church

2021%6/7H B #% 29
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members can be missionaries, Adventist
presence online will be stronger, and more
people will know of the saving love of

Jesus.

Why Online Evangelism?
There are approximately 7 billion people in

the world.

4 billion use the internet.

And 3 billion are on social media.

Digital Evangelism helps us spread the
Gospel into all the world at a rate we never
could've imagined before. Moreover, it

connects us to the younger generation.

Let's explore how you can incorporate
digital evangelism methods into your

strategy:

2021%6/7H B #% 30
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Social Media
If your church uses social media,

remember to create content to engage

your audience.

Don’t simply post content promoting

events at your church.

Social media is not broadcast media. It's
about relationships and interaction.

202146/7H =E:
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Your ministry’s social media platform
should seek to be a two-way relationship
where you give your audience a chance to
respond to you.

A few years ago, a Facebook user sent
a message to an Adventist church
requesting Bible studies. The message
wasn't seen until a year later.

The opportunity was missed because the
church allowed its Facebook page to lie
dormant.

Treat your social media audience as you
would treat the audience in your pews,;

with attention and care.

Search Engine Optimization
The first thing someone does when they

2021%F6/7H B &% 32
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hear about Seventh-day Adventists for the
first time is to search us on Google.

That's exactly what one couple did after
visiting a Seventh-day Adventist church
one Sabbath morning. In their quest

to find out more about our faith, they
Googled us and the results were so

negative that the couple never returned to
church.

To ensure that these online seekers find
accurate information about who we are,
ministry leaders, members, and pastors
must learn to practice proper SEO.

SEO, or Search Engine Optimization, is an

ongoing process to help internet users find
your church or ministry website.

Using proper headline, using keyword

2021%6/7H B #% 33
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research, creating relevant content,
building your social networks, and
analyzing your website are all apart of SEO
best practices.

Learn all about how Search Engine
Optimization can improve your ministry'’s
presence by downloading our free SEO
guide.

Content Creation

Do you remember a time when we only
had a few options to share valuable
information?

Those options were newspapers, radio,
and television.

Today, however, we have blogs, podcasts,
downloadables, eBooks, video, graphics,
online small groups, photos, articles,

2021%6/7H B #% 34
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infographics, newsletters, vlogs, how-to
guides, eMagazines, and the list goes on.

This means that your church or ministry
doesn’t have to stick to the same old way

of sharing the Gospel.

Start a YouTube channel about healthy,

vegan cooking.

Record a podcast reviewing Christian

biographies.

Produce videos sharing Bible stories in a

creative way for kids.

Write blogs on how church members
can be entrepreneurs and practice good

stewardship.

202146/7H =E:
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Design an infographic explaining Bible
prophecies.

Create graphics with the most epic Spirit of
Prophecy quotes.

Publish an eBook for young Christian
women on subjects they wrestle with.

Launch an eMagazine specially written for
married couples.

There are so many forms of content that
you can create for your church website!

Besides the About section, ministries tab,

and leadership team bios, what else does
your church website offer?

By employing content creation skills into
your church's online mission strategy,

2021%6/7H B #% 36



MRS ERL BYEEE 7

online users will see that your website is
relevant and meets their needs.

Church Website

Keep your church website up to date.

Events that happened months or years
ago should not be on the front page.

Instead of stock photography, use quality

photographs of your actual church
members.

The look and feel of your church website
are very important.

Replace outdated styles for a more
modern and attractive display.

2021%F6/7H B % 37
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Online Small Groups
Online small groups are by far, one of my
favorite digital evangelism methods.

Some time ago, | started reading a book
written for Christian singles.

As | read, | was impressed to invite other
singles to read the book together.

But how would | accomplish this when so
many of my friends are scattered around
the world?

An Online small group.
Every Friday evening, we logged onto a
free, online video conferencing platform to

pray, discuss the week’s chapter and share
what God was teaching us.
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We had group members from the
Bahamas, Costa Rica, the United States,
Canada, Barbados, Panama, and other

countries.

Your church or ministry can adopt the
same method.

Are there young adults who want to learn
about managing their finances in a biblical

way? Host an online small group.

Invite website visitors to join an online
small group for parents.

Ask marriage counselors to serve as

weekly host for your online group for
married couples.

2021%6/7H B #% 39
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By creating these digital communities, you
extend the reach of your church beyond

the four walls.

Unfortunately, many unbelievers are
uncomfortable walking into a church

building.

But by inviting them to a digital
community, you give them an opportunity
to discover what the body of Christ is truly
like.

As you continue to minister to their needs
and build a genuine relationship, they
may feel more inclined to be a part of the

physical community.

What does the Bible say about Digital
Evangelism?

2021%6/7H B #% 40
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2 Samuel 14:14 says that the Lord devises
means so that His banished ones may return to

Him.

The Bible is clear that anyone who has a
personal encounter with Jesus is called

to be His witness. When we have a great
experience, we use all the devices that we
have to share the experience with others.

That's what Digital Evangelism is all about;
using your cell phone, laptops, and other
devices to be a witness to what the Gospel
has done for you.

It's about extending your church’'s ministry
beyond its physical walls.

By sharing your personal experience,
others around the world will be blessed by

the testimony that you have to share.

2021%F6/7H B &% 41



Imagine the hundreds and thousands of

people within your sphere of influence.

The Holy Spirit can use you in a powertul
way to influence those individuals.

Ellen White on Digital Evangelism

Ellen White wrote, “Let every worker in
the Master’'s vineyard, study, plan, devise
methods, to reach the people where they

rn

dlre.

She went on to say, “Christ did not follow
merely one method; in various ways,

He sought to gain the attention of the
multitude.”

This means that if we are to follow the
methods of Christ, we too should employ
various methods to share the Gospel.
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Proclaming the Good News in
new ways

Dan Martin
Assistant Director of Internet Evangelism at
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

SCARED, DEPRESSED, PANICKED. These
words were expressed in Chinese by
people from varied walks of life and
many different countries. Some came
because they fear the pandemic, others
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were moved by national disasters, and

still others felt a deep emptiness that
prompted them to begin a conversation.
Their words came through personal online
messages in March and April of 2020.

“I am a student who just came to the
USA by the last flight before the airline
cancelled all flights. | am so scared and
do not know what to do. Mom pushed
me to get out of China for safety and
catch school on time. But even in [San
Francisco], there are confirmed cases and
there are so many Chinese that traveled
back from China recently. | really get
nervous and anxious every day.”
—Woman from San Francisco
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“Thank you for the page. | am depressed
by Hong Kong since last June. People are
angry and helpless. We have not finished
yet the efforts for democratic rights, and
now are deprived of the good health
under the virus threat which is still out of
control. We do not know what is going on
and can only rely on God for His help and
guidance.”

—Man from Hong Kong

“We are living in Finland which is far away
from China and now it is still very cold. We
are so panicked that even in Finland there
are confirmed cases. Me and my Chinese
fellows are so scared and panicked. We
are concerned of our family and friends in
China. Even the local people seem not to
worry as much as we do. | really need God
in this critical time.”

—Woman from Finland
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“The Chinese nation is in @ most critical
time now.”

—Man possibly in mainland China

“Please pray for Australia and Chinese
people here. We are still suffering the fire
and cannot believe what is going on now
with the virus. Is God coming? Where is
He?”

—Woman from Australia

YuShenHeHao (E2t8F1%¥F) is the Chinese
online evangelistic ministry of the

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
that received these messages. It was
established and is being built to multiply
personal Chinese conversations like
these that lead to gospel proclamation
opportunities.
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YuShenHeHao is part of the broader
ministry of called Search for Jesus.

Search for Jesus engages people with

the Gospel, creating online opportunities
iIn seven languages for them to access,
understand and apply the Gospel to their
lives. The ministry began in 2011 and in

10 years has seen over 90 million visitors
to online Gospel presentations. In 2020
alone, over 80,000 people connected with
committed, volunteer believers to engage
INn conversations. By using a tool that rests
in the hands of most Chinese people, their
mobile device, we can bring the light and
truth of the Gospel to their lives.

It is really quite simple. People are
spending more and more time online,
so we must be there. The internet is no
longer just a tool people use. It is a life-
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Space and as such it has taken a powertul
place in the lives of its users. Because

of this, we train and pray for and deploy
missionaries into that space like we would
Afghanistan, Malaysia or any other mission
field. It is about proclaiming the gospel
right where people are.

EmE= JohnLam
=51 ML
2<ks  604-671-1818
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Consider this, 88% of Taiwanese people
are online and 76% are on Facebook. 87%
of people in Hong Kong use the internet.
84% of the population of Singapore is
online. Just these 3 groups compose 27.5
million people who we could potentially
reach with the gospel through their
phones, tablets and computers.

Times have certainly changed. In 1996
the evangelist Rev. Billy Graham had his
first online experience and he described
it as something awkward and unfamiliar.
But he saw the potential of that medium
and today that tool is being effectively
used for Christ. While radio, TV and other
modes of communication are still relevant
today, we as believers in Christ must be
open to seeing ears that listen and eyes
that watch where they may have not
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previously existed. We must go to where
the audience is gathering.

But YuShenHeHao is not primarily about
technology. It is about people and the
gospel. Technology is merely a tool to
connect people. A critical piece of the
ministry is the volunteers who are carefully
trained and mentored to engage in the
online gospel conversations. Many of
them feel uncertain and apprehensive
when they begin. But they feel a calling
and desire to share the Good News and
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God gives strength and confidence. Using
secure platforms they dialog with visitors,
coach new believers through discipleship
courses, and help connect them to local
churches. Volunteers do not expose

their personal accounts in the course of
their ministry because of the specialized
platforms that are provided to them. The
online component allows them to serve
according to their own schedule and from
any place where they have internet access.

Imagine connecting with people who
initiate a conversation about life and
spiritual matters. This is a significant

and rewarding opportunity. However,

it isn't without its challenges. The
discouragement of visitors who may not
respond after an initial message. The
challenge of hearing heavy life stories and
Situations. The constant flow of messages
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from far away places. These challenges
are real. However, the ministry support
receive and the breakthroughs they

see make it worthwhile for over 1,400
current volunteers. They are not on their
own and the work they do has eternal
conseqguences.

The internet is a tool for both good and
bad—and we thank God that He is using
it to take His Gospel faster and farther
than ever before. The Bible tells us of a
time when people in every nation will hear
about Jesus Christ. We see how this can
happen with people using the internet

in virtually every place on earth. If God

is touching your heart to be a part of
this ministry as a volunteer or through
giving, we encourage you to learn more
at https://www.billygraham.ca/ or https://

vushenhehao.net/yigong/.
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The Pushback

A Reflection on Modern Technology
and Human Connectedness

Wayne Kwok
VCCSTM/Engage Beyond X H THH

How has your church life been this

past year?

For most of us, it is anything but
ideal. Asking this question might
even seem like an oxymoron given
the circumstance of the pandemic.
At the time of writing this article, |
had just received my first shot of the
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COVID vaccine, anxiously awaiting the
eventual lifting of the social distancing
protocols from the government and
for life to return to some form of
normality. But the old normal is not
what we will see in the post-pandemic
world. Much like how 9/11 marked a
change in human history, COVID-19
has brought about a new trajectory.

In the midst of all the changes and
adaptations, the Church is forced to
ask one of the most fundamental
guestions: what is Church?
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For some, the church has become
synonymous with Zoom. For others,
worship has transformed into a
mere video clip you watch at your
leisure. Without a doubt, the digital
platform has enabled the church

to continue to provide sustenance
to their congregation in the midst
of heightened limitations and
empowered the church to reach
beyond our physical limitations.
Nevertheless, most of us also
acknowledge the dissatisfaction that

has been growing deep inside us to

seek more than just faces on a screen.

We long for the physical connection.
We desire a deeper level of human
connectedness beyond just seeing

and talking with each other through a
screen.
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This is exactly the pushback
theologians such as Craig Gay has
been promoting long before the rise
of the pandemic. As we converse

on the benefits and potential of the
digital church, | am reminded again
of this pushback. From a sociological
angle, Dr. Gay has attempted to
dissect the impacts technology has
brought upon human society’. In
simplified terms, borrowing the terms
defined by Romano Guardini where
he distinguishes technology as tools,
contrivances, or machines, Dr. Gay
argues we must also consciously
and deliberately identify modern
technology as to how we want it

to be without being consumed by

its blinding ability. Undeniably,
technology can help us to become
more of ourselves. Writing, as Dr.
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Gay points out, is one of the single
greatest tools that has helped shape
and nurtures the human mind.
Nevertheless, it is also true that
technology can also diminish us.

Often this diminishment is inadvertent
and unintentional. Some of today's
technology is distancing us from each
other and that's a problem.
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Human connectedness is the keyword.
As Christian, Christ's incarnation is our
grounding. As Christ ‘became flesh
and dwelt among us’ (John 1:14), we
are reminded of our nature, designed
and imaged after our Creator to
exhibit His likeness as embodied
connected beings — both our human-
to-human connection and human-to-
creation connection. We, as practical
theologians, must seek the wisdom

to identify the technology that can be
used to draw closer this connection
and to stand against those that tear
away. Nevertheless, this division
grows blurrier as perception and
understanding of reality alter with
each generation, exactly the reason
why this conversation must continue.

1. Craig M. Gay. Christians in a Technological Age with
Craig Gay. Regent College Podcast. https://www.regent—

college.edu/lifelong—learning/podcast/christians—in—a—
technological-age—with—craig—gay
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