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Kingdom of God & kingdom of man

Rev. Darrell Johnson

From 1985 to 1989 | served
as the Senior Pastor of Union
Church of Manila, the Philippines.
The church was formed in 1912
to serve the then growing foreign
population. By the time | arrived
the congregation was roughly
65% ex—pat, 35% Filipino. The
ex—pat portion was made up of
roughly one-third international

diplomatic corps personnel, one—
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third multi-national corporation
leadership, one-third missionary

servants.

When | began serving in
that amazing Asian city, there
was great tension. Three years
before, the then President of the
country, Ferdinand Marcos, was
alleged to have had one of the
opponents of his administration,
Benito Aquino, murdered after
he stepped out of the airplane
on which he flew returning from
the United States, where he had
under—gone and recovered from
major heart surgery. From that
time on, those associated with
Aquino, became more and more
concerned about the growing
dictatorial ways of Marcos, and

were working to reign him into a

16

more democratic way. By fall of
1985 the tensions were reaching
a breaking point, those who
spoke out against Marcos being
punished in one way or another.
| ached for the country. The
Philippines was not long before
seen as a beacon of democracy

by the rest of the world.

It was there that | came to
the conviction that had been
growing in me for years that
the Gospel affects politics.
Why? Well, what IS the Gospel?
The only definition that Jesus
Himself even gave in found
in the opening of the Gospel
according to Mark. “Jesus
came into Galilee announcing
the Gospel of God, saying, ‘The
time is fulfilled, the Kingdom of

B - 07 5321451
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God has come near. Repent, and
believe the Gospel” (1:14-15).
The Gospel according to Jesus is
that in Him and because of Him
God’s Kingdom in breaking into
the world. What was thought to
only happen in the end of time
was happening in the middle
of time (so to speak). To put it
provocatively, God’s New World
Order has come and in beginning
to spread throughout the world.
This New World Order is one
of justice, mercy, compassion,
truth, righteousness, holiness,
healing. All of which we see
being manifested in Jesus’
earthly life. The powers—that-be
were rightly concerned. For that
which is not consistent with the

Kingdom of God will collapse
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before the King. Hence Jesus’
consistent call, “Repent.” It
means, “come to your senses
and turn around.” Why? Because

there is a new King!

The struggle | faced was
two -old. One, the majority of
people in Manila were very poor.
And they were poor because
the rich were getting richer
and richer and richer needing
the poor to remain poor. It is
the way it has been all over the
world throughout the centuries.
Two, the biggest struggle was
helping Christians hear Jesus,
hear His Gospel, surrender to
Him as King, and follow Him in
His radically different way. He
calls those of us with wealth and

power to use that wealth and

17



HENE

power for the sake of the poor.
Especially to use that wealth
and privileged position to share
the good news of the Kingdom
— forgiveness, healing, hope,

freedom from oppression.

During that time Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount “exploded”
in me. | finally heard what He is
saying. As the tensions mounted
Jesus’ teaching on non-
retaliation and love of enemy
especially rose to the surface. As
| preached His Sermon, needing
to be careful as a foreigner, |
kept emphasizing the fact that
the Kingdom of God comes and
advances as we seek to serve
those who hurt us, as we choose
not to simply “echo” (I got the

word from E. Stanley Jones,
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missionary to India) the behavior
of those who seek to dominate

and oppress.

In November of 1985, Mr.
Marcos called for a new election.
His primary opponent was
Cory Aquino, the widow of the
murdered Senator Aquino. Oh
my, the tensions increased! The
election was held in February of
1986. She clearly won. But Mr.
Marcos declared himself the
victor. Then in mid February,
there was revolt within the
military, and millions of Filipinos
flooded the freeway in front
of the Military Headquarters,
demanding that Mr. Marcos
acknowledge that he had lost.
Forthree days nearly three million

people filled the streets near the
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Headquarters. What did they do?
They prayed! And prayed! All
over | could see people huddled
in groups praying. There were
no rocks, no cocktail bombs,
no guns. Just praying people,

» &

saying, “Tapas Na,” “Enough.”
At the end of the three days, Mr.
Marcos gave in, and was flown

by the US to Hawaii.

What do | say to those under
totalitarian authorities? Read the
New Testament. It was written
under totalitarian rule. It is all
about how the Kingdom of God
breaks into the world and slowly
changes it. Two major words.
One, resist all forms of violence.
Violence never brings about
the Kingdom of God. it is when

peaceful protests are allowed to
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be taken over by violence that
they loose. Two, pray. Pray what
the King taught us to pray —
“Your Kingdom come on earth
as it is in heaven.” The 1986
Revolution is called “The People
Power Revolution.” It should be
called, “The Praying—People
Power Revolution.” Oh, and third
word, evangelize. Do what Jesus
told His disciples to do the first
time He sent them on mission:
“Go, say, ‘The Kingdom of God
has come near’.” And watch

what happens.

There is so much more to
say! Daniel 1-7 would be a great
text to study. And, of course,
Revelation, written to disciples

under very oppressive rule.
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A Freely-made Decision Under an

Involuntary Situation

—— An Interview with Father Richard Soo

Pastor Wayne Kwok

One of the many changes
in the last few months is that we
have spent a great deal of time at
home. The need for isolation in
ordertohelp “flattenthe curve”—
to slow down the spread of the
Novel Coronavirus, has allowed
thousands of us to rediscover
the comforts of home. Whether
it be cleaning up the junk-filled
garage, perfecting a baking
recipe, or spending endless
hours on a video game, we all
have had more time at home
than we might have necessarily
preferred. According to The

Verge, in the first quarter of this

HIE%R - 07 53218

year alone,“Netflix added 15.8
million subscribers, more than
double the 7.2 million that were
expected — a growth of more
than 22 percent year over year.”
“We live in uncertain times with
restrictions on what we can do
socially and many people are
turning to entertainment for
relaxation, connection, comfort
and stimulation,” the company
said in its own quarterly
investmentletterasquotedin The
Washington Post. Undoubtedly,
many of us have had to resort
to various streaming services

to keep ourselves entertained
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during these past few months.
|, for one, if given more time
by myself and not needing to
become the entertainment for
my three toddlers, would have
surely liked to catch up on a few
more movies and documentaries
that have been sitting in “My
List”. This article gave me the

legitimate reason to do just that.

Winter on Fire is a
documentary by director Evgeny
Afineevsky, which chronicles a
period of civil unrest in Ukraine
during 2013 and 2014. What
began as studentdemonstrations
supporting European integration
grew into a violent revolution
calling for the resignation of
President Viktor Yanukovich.
For many of us, we would watch
this documentary like many

others; distant and unrelated.

However, for Father Richard
Soo of Richmond Eastern
Catholic Church, the experience
couldn’t be more different due
to his personal connection to
the events that unfolds in this
documentary. Moreover, being
a Chinese descendent, he holds
extraordinary connections
and ties as he witnessed the
unfolding of Hong Kong’s
Umbrella movement and recent
demonstrations against the
National Security Law. The
following is a précis of an
interview with Father Richard

one evening on August 6, 2020.

28

Interviewer:

What was your church’s
involvement in the Maidan
Revolution in Ukraine? How did

the church get involved in a
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political unrest?

Soo:

[Let me give you a bit of
a background.] The Maidan
Revolution started just a few
months before the Umbrella
movement of Hong Kong. At first,
it was just a bunch of students
protesting against a minor trade
deal that fell through between
Ukraine and the European Union.
Then one Sunday morning as
| checked my Twitter feed, as
if all hell had broken loose, it
was flooded with news pouring
out from Kyiv, Ukraine. | turned
on the TV, and my Twitter was
feeding faster than what the
news was reporting. What |
hadn’t known was that the
Church was much more involved
than what | initially thought.

For it was months after when |

found out from my bishop that
he was there, physically there in

the midst of all the chaos.

[A little background on the
political situation of Ukraine at
that time.] The government was
a post-Soviet government—it’s
no longer officially communist,
but it was part of what they called
Kleptocracy—the Oligarch, or
tycoons own most of everything
and they pay bribes to Russia
and Moscow. It was a very
corrupt organization, keeping the
people down. [The whole ordeal
was] sparked over something
insignificant, a trade deal, but
when the police attacked, Bishop
Ken Nowakowski, the Eparchial
Bishop of New Westminster,
who happened to be there for
a meeting with the head of the

church, the patriarch, he received

HIE%R - 07 53218
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a phone call in the middle of the
night saying, ‘Bishop you have
to help us, they are attacking
the students.” So he wakes up
the patriarch, along with a few
other bishops there, and they
drive down to Maidan, where
the attacks were going on, and
stood in between the protestors
and the police. They tried to
make eye-contact with the
police to convey the message
that, if you want to hurt the kids
you would have to hurt us first.
It was much like the seniors in
Hong Kong who told the police,

'Don’t hurt our kids’.

Some of the students were
from the newly established
Catholic university, so they
have been taught human rights,
democracy, ideologies that was

based on the Christian, the

Catholic, the scriptural point of
view. When the police attacked
our students, we became very
much involved. Hence, it was not
so much a political debate, but
it was a “Revolution of Dignity”.
It was not an economic policy, it

was human being.

The Church was involved
from the first moment. The
Church opened its doors to
people who were injured. One
of the Orthodox churches,
Mykhaylivs'kyi zolotoverkhyi
monastyr (Michael's Golden-
Domed Monastery), in the
sanctuary where all the icons
stands around the church, the
floor was filled with injured
bodies. Our church built a
chapel right on the protest
square, Maidan, which later

was destroyed when the police

30
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made an offensive raid. The
protestors asked for prayers
and confession, and we would
pray with them every day, every
hour, on the hour. There were
clergies providing counselling,
hearing confession and praying

with people.”

As we continued our
conversationwith FatherRichard,
he shared a bit of background

on Church in Ukraine.

We didn’t have a long
history of social protest. We are
just a regular church—convert
people, bring them to Christ,
help them in their sanctification
and growth through Word and
Sacraments. At the end of the
Second World War, the Soviet
Union took over Ukraine, and

suddenly our church was given

HIE%R - 07 53218

a choice—submit to the Soviet
Union or go to prison. We had
a choice. We didn’t have to
give up God. We could join the
Russian Orthodox Church which
was controlled by Moscow, but
we had to give up our ties with
the Roman Catholic Church and
the Vatican, we had to basically
become a State Church. All our
bishops refused, so they were
all taken to Siberia, including
the First Bishop of Canada who
died in a concentration camp.
We don’t even know where his
body is. We think they just threw
his body out into the wild and

the animals ate it.

Our church didn’t go
looking for social justice. Social
justice was forced upon us by
the situation, and we had to

respond.
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Suddenly, we found
ourselves in this difficult
situation. Suddenly, we became
a church of martyrs. The people
who went to Siberia, who went to
concentration camps, the priests
who went into underground
churches, some are still alive
today, and this has become part
of our spiritual life. We haven’t
had time to do theology, it has
simply been integrated into part
of our prayer life. So when the
protest started, we instinctively
reacted because this is who
we are. We don’t condone the
violence, but we were there to
make peace. We understand
the violence, but regret the
use of violence. It was not the
individual cases of violence, but
the State’s violence against the

people, our children, and the

church. We were working and
praying towards a future where
the children and the church can

be free.

We spoke the truth and

stood for the Gospel.

32

Interviewer:

| now see how your church,
even under persecution, stands
firm for the Gospel. And | can
see how the church gained
accreditation from the people
for not siding with the corrupt

government.

Soo:

The advantages of being
an old church is that we have a
culture that is passed down to
us. Not only do we remember

the martyrs under communism,
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but in our church prayer books,
we remember the martyrs
under the Romans. Suddenly,
these are no longer stories of
the distant past, they are very
alive for us. We remember their
names, we remember the things
that happened to them. We
live in this Biblical experience,
and we continue to live out of
that tradition—of standing for
the truth, against the king if
necessary. Surely we would
want everybody to get along
and obey the government when
we possibly can, but we have
experiences when that is not
possible. We have to choose
God and the Gospel on one
hand, and the government and

the emperor on the other.

Interviewer:

HIE%R - 07 53218

| see this is exactly what
is happening in Hong Kong. We
have come to a point where the
churches are needing to make
that decision. It is difficult, as
Hong Kong had been a British
colony in the past. We have
received privileges, but now
under communist China, it is very
different. In the past, submitting
under authority is fine because
it is actually a blessing. Even a
few years ago when we watched
the movie, “Ten Years”, we
thought it portrayed a picture
that is more grim than reality.
But today, it is exactly what the
reality is; and that is the sad
part. What we thought wouldn’t
happen, happened. As someone
who has witnessed the situation
in Ukraine, and now you observe

a similar situation unfolding in
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Hong Kong, is there a message
you would like to pass on to our
fellow brothers and sisters who

are in the midst of this turmoil?

Soo:

When | describe the
situation in Hong Kong to one
of the Ukrainian priest, he was
shocked and responded: “That
is worse than what happened in

Ukraine!”

What you described as
peaceful and religiously—free
Hong Kong, we find that in the
Scripture where Paul said in
Romans 13:1, “Let every person
be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no
authority except from God,
and those that exist have been
instituted by God”, that is

around year 35. Fifty years later,

34

we have the Revelation of Saint
John, a totally different political
situation, and a totally different
Christian reaction. Certainly, the
emperor was not the authority
of Christ, the emperor can easily
be described as the anti—Christ.
Therefore, we have to discern
which Bible verse applies to
which situation. This is the task

we must all undertake.

As the church, we have to
speak the truth. From what we
learned in Ukraine, it is better to
be persecuted and dismantled
than to compromise and lose
your soul. Jesus said, “For what
does it profit a man if he gains
the whole world and loses or
forfeits himself?” (Lk 9:25)
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Postlude

According to the Apostle
Creed, we are “one holy catholic
Church”—the one Church under
the lordship of our Saviour
Jesus Christ. As disciples we
are called to live the Gospel.
Not merely to preach it as a
passport to heaven in the life
after, but as a life- giving, life—
changing, life—altering good
news that penetrates every part
of our daily lives. When Jesus
taught his disciples how to pray,
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will
be done”, these are not words
we simply recite. When we pray,
as Darrell Johnson colourfully
illustrates, “it means something
like ‘Living God, even before
the Day of the Lord, reveal what

is invisible, manifest what is

hidden.”” He continues, we have
the

€€ incredible privilege, to serve

the world as midwives, as
labor coaches, praying,

‘vour kingdom come.” 99

As a quote in The Fellowship

of the Ring by Tolkien,

“I wish it need not have
happened in my time,” said

Frodo.

“So do I,” said Gandalf,
“and so do all who live to see
such times. But that is not for
them to decide. All we have to
decide is what to do with the

time that is given us.”

We are living in such a time.
What will we decide to do with

the time that is given to us?

HIE%R - 07 53218
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