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Method of Christian ethical reflection: Grenz’s Triple—A method

Dog-cloning case - Part 2
Rev. Dr. Marcus Cho (Translated by Rev. Antony Law)

Reoapping from the last
article:

In the last issue of Truth
Monthly (June 2020), | started
to use a recent case of dog

cloning to illustrate the method

BB - 07 532087

of Christian ethical engagement
proposed by my theological
mentor, Stanley Grenz. While
this method of attuning,
analyzing, and applying can be
used on any ethical issue, | have
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chosen a relatively novel case
to illustrate its utility. This is
significant because | not only
aim to show that the method

is useful, but also that it is
useful for situations that were
unimaginable in the ancient
world in which the biblical texts

were written.

In my last article, | have
sketched out the first step of
my ethical engagement with this
case: an American couple had
their beloved dog commercially
cloned after its death. In that
first step of attuning to the
relevant facts, | have delineated
the most pertinent facts from
a secular perspective about
the case’s context, motivation,
means, result, and legality, as
well as some relevant views
from a Christian perspective.
These are the typical areas that
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we should pay close attention
to in the step of attuning, and
will directly inform the next step
of analyzing.
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However, there is one more
area not explicitly mentioned
last time, that is the “end” B
#2. The end of an action is its
intended result or goal. This
is clearly related to motivation
on the one hand, and actual
result on the other, both of
which were mentioned last time.
Motivation can be defined as
the desire that leads people to
act in a certain way in order to
bring a about a certain result
(end). Nevertheless, the actual
result of an action is not always

B - 07 5532087
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the same as its end (intended
result), both because an action
can fail or bring about other
unintended consequences. In
the current case, the end of
cloning a family pet happened
to be closely matched by the
actual result, and therefore
did not need to be described
separately. Another family that
makes the same choice can
very well have very different
result though.

Having collected the
facts on the six or seven areas
mentioned above, we are ready

to move to the next step.

Analyzing

In this step, we try to
identify clearly what the core
ethical issue is. We want to
put a finger on what makes
something morally right or

BB - 07 532087

wrong, and why we make that
judgment. In other words, what
are the reasons why we might
find a particular case to be
ethically problematic, or not?
My approach is to consider
each of the areas mentioned
above important for a thorough
ethical analysis. This is in
contrast to the consequentialist
approach, for example, which
tends to focus on the end

or the result of an action,

or the non-consequentialist
approach, which emphasizes
the action itself (the means
used to achieve the end),

and sometimes considers its
context, motivation, and legality
as well. In my hybrid approach,
| take all these areas into

consideration.

At first glance, the case as
reported seems to be ethically
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unproblematic. The context per
se is completely innocent. The
couple was motivated by love
for their pet and children. No
law was broken. No scripture
seems to be violated. Everyone
seems to be happy at the end.
On both consequentialist and
non—consequentialist grounds,
from both secular or Christian
perspectives, the case seems

benign. And it may well be.
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Opponents of reproductive
cloning (as opposed to
therapeutic cloning) may object
to this case using the “do
not play God” argument. This
common argument claims that

since God is the creator of life,

48

humans must not artificially
create life or to temper with
its basic building blocks. While
this argument rightly cautions
humans against hubris and
possible disregard for God’s
will for life or the sanctity

of life, it is often used as a
knee—jerk reaction towards
novel applications of scientific
knowledge and abrogates our
responsibility to use our God-
given capacity to understand
nature and to steward it as

God’s image bearer.

However, a deeper
examination of the facts as
revealed by the previous step
uncovers some serious ethical

problems:

1. First, scientifically, it is
a mistaken belief that a clone
of a pet is the extension of its

life, that the owner gets the
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same pet back. At best, a clone
is analogous to a biological
twin, and not the same as the
original pet. On this point,

for a business to present pet
cloning as a means to recover
a lost pet, to continue an
existing relationship with a
dead pet, is both deceptive

and exploitative, and therefore
immoral. But what if the pet
owners are fully informed, and
still want to artificially and
commercially create a genetic
copy of their pets because they
want their traits? In that case,
their motivation needs further

examination.

2. This leads to the
following question. Is cloning
good for the new pet that is
cloned? Assuming that the
pet is indifferent to whether
its owners love it for its own

sake or for the sake of the
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original pet that it replaces, as
long as it is treated well, how
does cloning affect its own
quality of life? Does being a
clone make it more prone to
defects, diseases, or have a
shorter lifespan? Scientific
studies done early in the 21st
century identified numerous
such problems and more.
Granted that such negative
impacts on cloned animals
will likely reduce as scientific
knowledge increases and the
technology develops, but who
decides what is an acceptable
level of negative impacts,

and on what basis? Should
reproductive cloning at least be
kept at a minimum level until
the technology has developed
enough to minimize harm to
the clone animal? Large scale
application of this technology
now seems to disregard animal
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suffering.

3. Finally, concern for
animal welfare applies not
only to the cloned pet, but
also to other animals involved
in the process. As mentioned
last time, the cloning process
involves the extraction of egg
cells from a donor dog and the
insertion of the cloned embryos
in the uterus of a surrogate
dog (may or may not be
different from the donor dog).
This embryonic implantation is
often done in large number or
repeatedly to ensure success.
This inevitably brings risk and
suffering to the other dogs
involved, which are being used
as tools to fulfil the objective of

the human cloners.

Applying

In this final step, we bring
our Christian beliefs and values

50

to bear on our analysis, and
work out practical responses to
the issue. | suggest here a few

tentative conclusions:
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1. First, we must disabuse
people of the notion that they
can bring dead pets back to
life via cloning. If we take truth
seriously, all parties involved,
including the children of the
family, need to be informed
clearly that the clone is not the
same pet. Companies in the
cloning business must not be
allowed to suggest or imply that
they are bringing the original
pet back. That would be false
advertisement. Incidentally, any

consideration of animal cloning
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often leads to the discussion
of human cloning, which deals
with what Christians believe
to be bearers of the divine
image. When that happens, the
stakes for communicating the
truth about cloning becomes
exponentially higher. If the
notion of recovery by cloning
becomes engrained in society,
people may begin to wish and
expect the same extension of
life to humans. But that’s a
different and much weightier
topic for another time.

2. Second, if we
understand part of being made
in God’s image means we are
to reflect God’s benevolence
towards creation, we should
be concerned about animal
welfare. In a case that is
ironically motivated by love
for a specific animal, we

should endeavour to minimize
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unnecessary suffering and

harm to other animals. In this
regard, collaboration with
animal rights organizations may
be an effective mean to work
towards a more humane world
that reflects God’s benevolence.
Since the ethical objections
raised in the previous step are
based on public facts, we have
the option to communicate from
a purely secular perspective or
to bear witness to our Christian
commitment. This may include
lobbying for greater regulation
of the pet cloning industry.

3. Third, for the real hurt
and deep loss that death brings
to people, even in the case of
losing a beloved pet to death,
we bear witness to the hope
of the resurrection and the
restoration of all things. This
is the content of the Christian
hope in the face of death.
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Although Christian eschatology
does not often discuss whether
animals participate in life after
death, the conviction that God
will wipe every tear away and
make all things new assures us
that God has the best answer
to our losses. Thus, we can
share a message of hope with
sensitivity and grace.
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Conclusion

With this brief case study,
| wish to demonstrate in a
much-abbreviated way what
goes into Christian ethical
reflection, and encourage you
to engage in such discussions,
as we bear witness to the
Triune God. Whether you
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agree with what | have written
is not the most important
thing. The soundness of my
argument depends on whether
| have attuned to the relevant
facts accurately, analyzed the
matter insightfully, and applied
the appropriate Christian
perspectives on the matter. And
each of these points can be
subject to scrutiny, verification,
and challenge. For meaningful
and constructive discussion to
happen, we must be clear about
where our disagreements lie
and talk about them clearly and
rationally. Recognizing which
parts of our ethical reflection

is secular and which parts are
religious allows us to engage in
ethical discussion in the public
sphere as well as in the church.
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Vancouver Chinese Christian
Short-Term Mission Training Centre

110-12830 Clarke Place, Richmond BC V6V 2H5
Tel: 604-273-0223 Fax: 604-273-0295

www.vccstm.ca

BUEE TS, SAEMXEE editorvtm@gmail.com



